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Links and 
Anchor Text

• Exploit link structure to 
provide services to 
humanities researchers
•Avoid ever more tools



Critical remarks on text

Remarks on certain issues

Margin for further information

Linking has a Long Tradition

Links to Bible texts







Linking with 
Materials 

Data



Vague 
Uncertain

Spatial 
Information



Travel in 
Time



Data Linking for Humanities Research

1. Take local reference library as a specification of information need
• Provide pointers to similar or complementary documents

• Extend reference library
• Make relevance of materials data easily assessable

2. Take critical editions
• Provide browsable version
• Provide merging services

3. Take reference library of artifacts in archive (replicas)
• Have researchers touch artifacts and interact with them
• Locate artifacts in space and time (use space and time for linking)

• Possibly order additional spatially and temporarily related artifacts
• Possibly adopt ancient view from time data of artifacts 

• Which information could be principally available in old archives at the respective time frame





Research Data Management

• Metadata - DataCite standard plus project metadata
• Open vs. Closed - as open as possible
• Data/File types - no limitations
• FAIR principles - Findable-Accessible-Interoperable-Reusable
• Technical
• Software - Invenio (Open Source, CERN, e.g. zenodo.org)
• User interface - easy to use (up-/download, basic viewer, search…)
• Identifier - Digital Object Identifier (DOI)
• Storage - S3 Cloudstorage, three locations



Problems/Challenges

• Motiviation
• „Cool tools out there“ – „I use special repositories for my research field“ – „Everything

is on my hard disk“ …
You have to ask yourself:

How sustainable are the cool tools? 
Do I know something about the provider and the storage?
How secure is my hard disk and who can use my data? 

• Open vs. Closed – several dimensions
• DataLinking - works only for open (meta)data! 
• DataLinking - needs machine readable data/documents
• Language problems
• Usable? (special hard-/software necessary?) 
• Legal problems


